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I ’m  a  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  consu l t an t  who  works  w i t h  o rgan i za t i ons  to  deve lop  s t r a teg ies  and  p rac t i ces  fo r 
cu l t i v a t i ng  commun i t i e s, ne two rks  and  o the r  f o rms  o f  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng.

I  am a l so  a  yoga  i ns t r uc to r  and  p rac t i one r. I  l i ke  t ha t  p l ace  be tween  the  i n f i n i t e  poss ib i l i e s  o f  wha t  i t 
means  to  be  human and  the  t ac t i l e  aspec t s  o f  t he  he re  and  now.

About  me 
Social learning consultant

Complex settings

Work ing  w i t h  peop le  i n  i n t e r na t i ona l  se t t i ngs  and  comp lex  l andscapes  i s  whe re  I  f ee l  mos t  a t  home 
–  espec i a l l y  when  i t  i nc l udes  t he  i n teg ra t i on  o f  new techno log ies  and  soc i a l  med ia  i n  i nnova t i ve  ways.

International clients

Wh i l e  my  c l i en t s  come f rom a l l  sec to r s  t he  b igges t  p ro j ec t s  I ’ ve  wo rked  on  have  been  w i t h  o rgan i -
za t i ons  such  as  t he  I n te r na t i ona l  Labou r  O rgan i za t i on , Nuc lea r  Th rea t  I n i t i a t i ve, The  Wor ld  Bank , and 
B i l l  &  Me l i nda  Ga tes  Founda t i on .



Genera l-purpose b io  (250 words)

Beve r l y  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r i s t  and  consu l t an t  known fo r  he r  wo rk  w i t h  i n t e r na t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons. She 

has  been  work i ng  fo r  ove r  twen t y  yea r s  w i t h  o rgan i za t i ons  to  convene  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  sys tems, f ac i l i t a t e  even t s, and  deve lop 

soc i a l  med ia  s t r a teg ies, pa r t i cu l a r l y  when  i t  i s  t o  b r i ng  toge the r  peop le  f rom d i f f e ren t  cu l t u res, p ro fess ions, o r  pe r spec t i ves 

i n  t he  se r v i ce  o f  a  common goa l . 

B rough t  up  i n  Kenya , l i v i ng  mos t  o f  he r  l i f e  i n  Po r tuga l  bu t  w i t h  t en-yea r  s t i n t s  i n  t he  UK and  the  US, she  i s  a  c ross-bounda r y 

pe r son  he r se l f. Once  an  ac t i v i s t  f o r  i n t e r na t i ona l  equ i t ab l e  deve lopmen t , he r  pass ion  has  ma tu red  i n to  an  i n te l l ec tua l  d r i ve 

to  he lp  peop le  and  i ns t i t u t i ons  ge t  be t t e r  a t  mak ing  a  d i f f e rence. Recen t l y, she  ac ted  as  l ea r n i ng  consu l t an t  f o r  t he  Wor ld 

Bank  on  a  l ong- te rm deve lopmen t  p ro j ec t  i n  A f r i ca . He r  repo r t  on  us i ng  t he  va l ue-c rea t i on  f r amework  i n  t h i s  p ro j ec t  has 

a t t r ac ted  t he  a t t en t i on  o f  p rac t i t i one r s  and  eva lua to r s  ac ross  t he  i n te r na t i ona l  deve lopmen t  commun i t y. 

Beve r l y  i s  co- founde r  o f  t he  Soc i a l  Lea r n i ng  Lab  i n  Ses imbra , Po r tuga l . Th i s  i s  a  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  space  fo r  hos t i ng  wo rkshops, 

even t s, and  re t r ea t s  fo r  peop le  ac ross  t he  wo r l d  –  i n -pe rson  and  on l i ne. The  pu rpose  o f  t he  l ab  i s  t o  deve lop  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng 

t heo r y, p rac t i ce, and  l eade rsh ip  w i t h  t he  hope  o f  becoming  an  i n f l ec t i on  po in t  f o r  sma l l  and  b ig  s to r i e s  abou t  l ea r n i ng  to 

make  a  d i f f e rence. She  has  co-au tho red  th ree  books  –  Lea r n i ng  to  make  a  d i f f e rence : va l ue-c rea t i on  i n  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng 

spaces, Sys tems  conven ing : a  c ruc i a l  f o rm o f  l eade rsh ip  fo r  t he  21s t  cen tu r y, and  a  Gu idebook  fo r  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce.

Here are bios of various lengths for use in announcements, programs, and brochures. Feel 
free to pick, mix, and match.

Shor ter  b io  (145 words)

Beve r l y  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r i s t  and  consu l t an t  known fo r  ove r  twen t y  yea r s  fo r  he r  wo rk  w i t h  i n t e r na-

t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons  i nc l ud ing  c ross-bounda r y  p rocesses  and  the  use  o f  new techno log ies. 

B rough t  up  i n  Kenya , l i v i ng  mos t  o f  he r  l i f e  i n  Po r tuga l , w i t h  t en-yea r  s t i n t s  i n  t he  UK and  the  US, she  i s  a  c ross-bounda r y 

pe r son  he r se l f. Once  an  ac t i v i s t  f o r  i n t e r na t i ona l  equ i t ab l e  deve lopmen t , he r  pass ion  has  ma tu red  i n to  an  i n te l l ec tua l  d r i ve 

to  he lp  peop le  and  i ns t i t u t i ons  ge t  be t t e r  a t  mak ing  a  d i f f e rence. 

Beve r l y  i s  co- founde r  o f  t he  Soc i a l  Lea r n i ng  Lab, i n  Ses imbra , Po r tuga l . The  pu rpose  o f  t he  l ab  i s  t o  hos t  wo rkshops  and 

even t s  fo r  peop le  ac ross  t he  wo r l d  and  to  become a  we l l sp r i ng  o f  i deas, w r i t i ng  and  connec t i ons  fo r  deve lop ing  soc i a l 

l ea r n i ng  capab i l i t y  a t  sca l e. Lea r n i ng  to  make  a  d i f f e rence, Sys tems  conven ing, and  a  Gu idebook  fo r  commun i t i e s  o f 

p rac t i ce  a re  t he i r  t h ree  mos t  r ecen t  pub l i ca t i ons.



Al ternat ive  2

Beve r l y  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r i s t  and  consu l t an t  known fo r  he r  wo rk  w i t h  i n t e r na t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons, 

c ross-bounda r y  p rocesses, and  the  use  o f  new techno log ies.  By  day  she ’s  a t  he r  compu te r  wo rk i ng  w i t h  c l i en t s, w r i t i ng 

books, r epo r t s, o r  manua l s, o r  ge t t i ng  t h i ngs  o rgan i zed  fo r  t he  nex t  even t . A t  n igh t  she ’s  busy  wonde r i ng  how she  go t 

he re, why  t he  wo r l d  o r  he r  k i ds  a re  as  t hey  a re, and  i f  she ’s  mak ing  t he  mos t  o f  who  she  i s. 

Al ternat ive  3

Hi , I ’m  Bev. I ’m  a  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r i s t  and  consu l t an t . I  can  a l r eady  see  my  f am i l y ’s  eyes  ro l l  –  bu t  wha t  do  you  ac tu-

a l l y  do  fo r  you r  wo rk , mum? 

I  wo rk  w i t h  peop le, p ro j ec t s, and  o rgan i za t i ons  who  a re  t r y i ng  to  make  d i f f e rence. No t  because  I  know wha t  t hey  shou ld 

do, bu t  because  I  can  t h i nk  s t r a teg i ca l l y  and  p rac t i ca l l y  abou t  wha t  t o  do  when  no  one  pe rson  ho lds  t he  answer  abou t 

wha t  shou ld  be  done. And , mos t  impor t an t l y, I ’m  ready  to  l ea r n  on  t he  go  because  we  don ’ t  know un t i l  we  t r y.

I  t a l k , I  t h i nk , I  ana l y ze, I  r e f l ec t , I  imag ine, I  o rgan i ze, I  bob  and  weave  and  do, I  wonde r, I  f r ame and  re f r ame … and  I 

w r i t e  s t u f f. And  wh i l e  I  can  do  i t  on  my  own, t he  resu l t s  a re  i n va r i ab l y  be t t e r  when  I ’m engag ing  w i t h  t he  vo i ces  o f  o the r s 

who  have  s im i l a r  o r  d i f f e ren t  expe r i ences  and  pe rspec t i ves. (NOTE FROM ET IENNE: No  wonde r  t he i r  eyes  ro l l ! )

Even shor ter  b io  (99 words)

Beve r l y  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r i s t  and  consu l t an t  known fo r  he r  wo rk  w i t h  i n t e r na t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons, 

c ross-bounda r y  p rocesses, and  the  use  o f  new techno log ies. B rough t  up  i n  Kenya , l i v i ng  mos t  o f  he r  l i f e  i n  Po r tuga l , w i t h 

t en-yea r  s t i n t s  i n  UK  and  US, she  i s  a  c ross-bounda r y  pe r son  he r se l f.

Beve r l y  i s  co- founde r  o f  t he  Soc i a l  Lea r n i ng  Lab  i n  Ses imbra , Po r tuga l . The  pu rpose  o f  t he  l ab  i s  t o  hos t  wo rkshops  and 

even t s  fo r  peop le  ac ross  t he  wo r l d  and  to  become a  we l l sp r i ng  o f  i deas, connec t i ons, and  wr i t i ng. Lea r n i ng  to  make  a 

d i f f e rence  and  Sys tems  conven ing  a re  t he i r  two  mos t  r ecen t  pub l i ca t i ons.

Al ternat ive  1

Beve r l y  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  t he  co- founde r  o f  The  Soc i a l  Lea r n i ng  Lab  and  an  i n te r na t i ona l l y  r enowned  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng 

t heo r i s t  and  consu l t an t  who  has  wo rked  fo r  o rgan i za t i ons  r ang ing  f rom The  Wor ld  Bank , The  Nuc lea r  Th rea t  I n i t i a t i ve, 

AB InBev, t o  t he  Cen te r  f o r  Compe tency  i n  Human i t a r i an  Nego t i a t i ons. She  i s  t he  co-au tho r  o f  two  books  and  numerous 

resou rces  abou t  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  l eade rsh ip. 

ALTERNATIVE B IOS
Not  i n  any  o rde r  o r  w i t h  any  p re fe rence. Choose  the  one  tha t  bes t  ma tches  you r  needs.



Click on the link below to access my images folder. 

Trajectory

1999 saw the  s t a r t  o f  my  consu l t ancy  wo rk  when  I  t ook  on  a  t u to r i ng  pos i t i on  fo r  t he  On l i ne 
Educa t i on  and  Tra i n i ng  cou rse  w i t h  t he  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  London . A t  t he  t ime  I  was  mos t l y  a  l ec tu re r  a t 
a  Bus iness  Schoo l  i n  Po r tuga l . As  I  go t  o f f e red  more  p ro j ec t s  I  l e f t  H ighe r  Ed  and  s t a r t ed  my  own 
company  i n  2007.

Consultancy

Befo re  t ha t  I  had  been  work i ng  fo r  t he  B r i t i sh  Counc i l  and  f r ee l anc ing  a t  Un i ve r s i t i e s  i n  L i sbon . Un t i l 
1989 I  was  l i v i ng  i n  UK  whe re  I  was  a  commun i t y  deve lopmen t  wo rke r  sponso red  by  Ox fam and 
Ch r i s t i an  A id  to  p romote  a id , t r ade  and  human r i gh t s  i n  t he  c i t y  o f  Le i ces te r. A  Mas te r ’s  deg ree  i n 
Deve lopmen t  S tud ies  s t a r t ed  me on  tha t  j ou r ney. P rev ious l y, and  on  a  d i f f e ren t  t r ack , I  wo rked  fo r  a 
Mar i ne  Consu l t ancy  as  I  f i gu red  ou t  wha t  t o  do  w i t h  a  deg ree  i n  Bus iness  S tud ies.

Brief history

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kYiwxfVVzo5V8HIArL5QCAuFKvYr_gF2?usp=sharing


Publications

An ex  g loba l  nomad
I ’m now based  i n  Ses imbra , Po r tuga l  –  a  sma l l e r  bu t  ne ighbo r i ng  town  to  Se túba l . Po r tuga l  has  been 
my  home fo r  30 yea r s, w i t h  a  t en  yea r  b reak , l i v i ng  i n  G rass  Va l l e y, Ca l i f o r n i a . Be fo re  t ha t  I  l i ved  i n 
U.K . f o r  t en  yea r s. I  was  b rough t  up  i n  Mombasa , Kenya  whe re  I  l i ved  fo r  my  f i r s t  twen t y  yea r s. A  l o t 
o f  l i f e  be fo re  COV ID  was  spen t  on  t he  road , t r ave l i ng  i n te r na t i ona l l y. Nowadays  I  wan t  no th i ng  more 
t han  to  s t ay  pu t .

Global nomad

Wenger-Trayne r, B. , Wenge r-Trayne r  E . (2019)  Des ign ing  fo r  change : How empowered  s tuden t s  can 
l ead  an  educa t i on  revo lu t i on . S tan fo rd  Un i ve r s i t y.

Wenge r-Trayne r, B. , Wenge r-Trayne r, E . , E r y i g i t -Madzwamuse, S. , Cameron , J. , and  Ha r t , A . (2017) 
Bounda r i es  and  bounda r y  ob jec t s : an  eva l ua t i on  f r amework  fo r  m i xed  me thods  resea rch . Accep ted  fo r 
pub l i ca t i on  by  t he  Jou r na l  o f  M i xed-Me thods  Resea rch

Wenge r-Trayne r, B. (2017) . F i nanc i a l  gove r nance : accoun t i ng  fo r  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  i n  a  reg iona l  ne two rk 
i n  A f r i ca . Jou r na l  o f  Know ledge  Managemen t  fo r  Deve lopmen t . Vo l  13 , No  3

Wenge r-Trayne r, E . , Wenge r-Trayne r  B. (2016)  Commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce  go  to  un i ve r s i t y. Fo reword  i n 
McDona ld , Jacqu ie  and  Ca te r-S tee l , A i l een  (eds. )  Commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce : f ac i l i t a t i ng  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng 
i n  h ighe r  educa t i on . Sp r i nge r  Na tu re

Wenge r-Trayne r, E . , and  Wenge r-Trayne r, B. (2014)  Lea r n i ng  i n  l andscapes  o f  p rac t i ce : a  f r amework . 
I n  Wenge r-Trayne r, E . , Fen ton-O ’C reevy, M. , Hu tch inson , S. , Kub i ak , C. , and  Wenge r-Trayne r, B. (Eds. ) 
Lea r n i ng  i n  l andscapes  o f  p rac t i ce : bounda r i es, i den t i t y, and  know ledgeab i l i t y  i n  p rac t i ce-based 
l ea r n i ng. Rou t l edge

Wenge r-Trayne r, B. , and  Wenge r-Trayne r, E . (2014)  Sys tems  convene rs  i n  comp lex  l andscapes. I n 
Wenge r-Trayne r, E . , Fen ton-O ’C reevy, M. , Hu tch inson , S. , Kub i ak , C. , and  Wenge r-Trayne r, B. (Eds. ) 
Lea r n i ng  i n  l andscapes  o f  p rac t i ce : bounda r i es, i den t i t y, and  know ledgeab i l i t y  i n  p rac t i ce-based 
l ea r n i ng. Rou t l edge

Wenge r-Trayne r, B. (2014)  Lea r n i ng  pa r t ne r sh ips  i n  t he  p rog ram fo r  capac i t y  bu i l d i ng  to  s t r eng then 
good  f i nanc i a l  gove r nance  i n  Sou the r n  and  Eas te r n  A f r i ca . Ava i l ab l e  a t  h t t p : / /wenge r- t r ayne r. com/
resou rces /pub l i ca t i ons /s t r a teg i c -eva lua t i on-o f -ne two rk-ac t i v i t i e s /

Wenge r, E . , Trayne r, B. , and  de  Laa t , M. (2011)  P romot i ng  and  assess i ng  va l ue  c rea t i on  i n 
commun i t i e s  and  ne two rks : a  concep tua l  f r amework . Rappo r t  18 , Ruud  de  Moor  Cen t rum, Open 
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  t he  Ne the r l ands



Arno ld , P. , Sm i th , J. &  Trayne r, B. “One  more  too l  –  o r  exp lo r i ng  t he  p rac t i ce  o f  i n t roduc ing  new 
techno log ies  i n  d i spe r sed  commun i t i e s ” , Sp r i nge r  Pub l i she r s.

A r no ld , P. , Sm i th , J. &  Trayne r, B. (2009)  “Where  do  we  mee t  nex t  t ime?  –  nego t i a t i ng  p l aces, i den t i -
t i e s  and  techno log ies  i n  an  au toe thnog raphy  o f  a  commun i t y  o f  p rac t i ce ” Obse r va to r i o  (OBS* ) , Obe r-
Com, L i sbon .

A r no ld , P. , Sm i th , J. &  Trayne r, B. (2007)  “Na r ra t i ve, commun i t y  memor y  and  techno log ies  –  o r 
w r i t i ng  a  l i t e r a tu re  rev i ew i n  h igh  mode rn i t y ” . I n  Commun i t y  I n fo rma t i c s, I den t i t y  and  Empowermen t , 
Cambr idge  Scho la r s  Pub l i sh i ng.

Trayne r, B. , Sm i th , J. &  Be t ton i , M. (2007)  “Pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  I n t e r na t i ona l  V i r t ua l  Lea r n i ng  Commun i -
t i e s : a  Soc i a l  Lea r n i ng  Pe rspec t i ve ” . I n  Web I n fo rma t i on  Sys tems  and  Techno log ies, Sp r i nge r  Pub l i sh -
e r s.

A r no ld , P. , Sm i th , J. , Trayne r, B. (2006)  “Na r ra t i ve : des ign ing  fo r  con tex t  i n  v i r t ua l  se t t i ngs ” . I n  Man-
ag ing  Lea r n i ng  i n  V i r t ua l  Se t t i ngs : t he  Ro le  o f  Con tex t , F i gue i r edo, A .D. e  A fonso, A .P  (eds )  He rshey, 
PA : I dea  G roup, I nc.

Trayne r, B. (2004)  “Babe l  i n  t he  i n te r na t i ona l  ca fé ” . I n  Commun i t i e s  and  Techno log ies, Huysman, M. 
Wenge r, E . Wu l f, V. ( eds )  Do rd rech t : K l uwe r  Academic  Pub l i she r s.

Mavo r, S. &  Trayne r, B. (2003)  “Exc lus ion  i n  i n t e r na t i ona l  on l i ne  l ea r n i ng  commun i t i e s ” . I n  E l ec t ron i c 
Lea r n i ng  Commun i t i e s : Cu r ren t  I s sues  and  Bes t  P rac t i ces, Re i sman , S. ( eds )  Conne t i cu t : I n fo rma t i on 
Age  Pub l i sh i ng.

Trayne r, B. Ma tos, J.P. , S i l v a , A .F. “Comun idades  de  P ra t i ca : Pa r t i l ha  de  Expe r i ênc i as  e  Sabe res ” i n 
S@bER+, Rev i s t a  pa ra  o  Desenvo l v imen to  da  Educação  e  Fo rmação  de  Adu l tos  No  15, Dezembro. 
2002.

Mavo r  S. , &  Trayne r, B. “A l i gn i ng  Gen re  w i t h  P rac t i ce : an  I n te rd i sc ip l i na r y  Pe rspec t i ve  fo r  Cou rse  De-
s ign  and  Teach ing  i n  H ighe r  Educa t i on ” . I n  I n t e r na t i ona l  Jou r na l  o f  Languages  fo r  Spec i f i c  Pu rposes, 
Vo l  20 , n º  4 , Ap r i l  2002, Pe rgamon P ress, E l sev i e r  Sc ience.





I  have  a  s t rong  p ionee r i ng  and  i nven t i ve  s t r eak  t ha t  has  become sha rpe r  and  more  focused  ove r  t he 
yea r s.

Some traits 

Global

My ea r l y  ac t i v i sm i n  g loba l  po l i t i c s  and  j us t i ce, f o l l owed  by  an  i nvo l vemen t  i n  t each ing  Eng l i sh  as  an 
i n te r na t i ona l  l anguage, has  g rown i n to  an  i n te res t  i n  new l i t e r ac i es, s ys tems  conven ing, gove r nance 
and  accoun tab i l i t y. I ’m  i n te res ted  i n  how these  enhance  the  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  capab i l i t y  o f  a  sys tem a t 
mu l t i p l e  l e ve l s  o f  sca l e.

Playful

L ike  my  mo the r, who  was  p l ay i ng  on  t he  i n te r ne t  be fo re  mos t  peop le  had  even  hea rd  o f  i t , I  l o ve 
mess ing  abou t  w i t h  on l i ne  too l s  and  apps.

Pioneering

I  am an  expe r i enced  f ac i l i t a to r  i n  many  d i f f e ren t  se t t i ngs  –  and  have  been  success fu l  i n  b r i ng i ng 
un l i ke l y  peop le  toge the r  t o  wo rk  on  common goa l s.

Distributed

I ’m good  a t  coo rd ina t i ng  d i s t r i bu ted  t eams and  a t  ge t t i ng  t h i ngs  done  a t  a  d i s t ance. Wh i l e  my 
tendency  i s  t o  be  ve r y  o rgan i zed  I  a l so  t h r i ve  on  improv i s i ng  and  on  t he  unexpec ted .

Researcher and writer

Resea rch ing  and  wr i t i ng  a re  t h i ngs  I  l o ve  do ing  –  a l t hough  th i s  ge t s  ove r shadowed as  I  l i ve  w i t h  a 
mas te r  wo rdsm i th  who  has  w r i t t en  sem ina l  wo rks !

Empathic



Personal bio

I l i ve  and  work  i n  pa r t ne r sh ip  w i t h  E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r. We have  sha red  the  same l as t  name s i nce 
we  go t  ma r r i ed  i n  Sep tember, 2011. We th i nk  we ’ re  l i v i ng  happ i l y  eve r  a f t e r.

Kids

Et i enne  and  I  have  f i ve  k ids  be tween  us, two  o f  whom a re  m ine. My  son  i s  pa r t  o f  t he  Mavo r-Trayne r 
endeavo r. Sa l l y  Mavo r  and  I  we re  co-au tho rs  and  c lose  f r i ends. When  she  d i ed  i n  2003 I  adop ted  he r 
son .

Interests

I  l ove  spo r t s  and  p l ay i ng  more  gene ra l l y. K ids  g i ve  you  a  good  round  a round . I ’m  t r a i n i ng  to  be  a 
n i n j a  (Bu j i nkan  Budo  Ta i j u t su )  and  p l ay  t enn i s  r egu l a r l y  and  do  yoga . I ’m  a  t r a i ned  yoga  i ns t r uc to r 
bu t  haven ’ t  ( ye t )  g i ven  c l asses. I  l i ke  sw imming, even  i n  co ld  wa te r. And  I ’m i n te res ted  i n  w ines  and 
cook ing  when  I  have  t he  t ime.

Work-life partnership



Contact me

WEBSITE

EMAIL

LOCATION

https://wenger-trayner.com/

bev@wenger-trayner.com

Social Learning Lab, Sesimbra  

Social Media

https://www.linkedin.com/in/bevtrayner/
https://twitter.com/bevtrayner
https://www.instagram.com/wengertrayner/
https://wenger-trayner.com/

