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I  am an  i ndependen t  t h i nke r, r esea rche r, consu l t an t , au tho r, and  speake r. I  am mos t l y  known fo r  my 
work  on  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce, t hough  I  cons ide r  myse l f  a  soc i a l 
l ea r n i ng  t heo r i s t  more  gene ra l l y. Theo re t i ca l l y, my  work  focuses  on  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng 
sys tems. I  am t r y i ng  to  unde rs t and  the  connec t i on  be tween  know ledge, 
commun i t y, l ea r n i ng, and  i den t i t y. The  bas i c  i dea  i s  t ha t  human know ing  i s 
f undamen ta l l y  a  soc i a l  ac t . Th i s  s imp le  obse r va t i on  has  p ro found  imp l i ca t i ons  fo r  t he  way  we  th i nk  o f 
and  a t t emp t  to  suppo r t  l ea r n i ng. 
P rac t i ca l l y, t hese  i deas  a re  he lp i ng  peop le  who  f ace  a l l  so r t s  o f  cha l l enges, such  as :
 
• 	  des ign  more  e f f ec t i ve  know ledge-o r i en ted  o rgan i za t i ons
•	  c rea te  l ea r n i ng  sys tems  ac ross  o rgan i za t i ons
•	  improve  educa t i on  and  l i f e l ong  l ea r n i ng
•	  re th i nk  t he  ro l e  o f  p ro fess iona l  assoc i a t i ons
•	  des ign  a  wo r l d  i n  wh i ch  peop le  can  reach  the i r  f u l l  po ten t i a l

I  have  been  mak ing  a  l i v i ng  he lp i ng  peop le  and  o rgan i za t i ons  app l y  t hese  i deas. I  do  consu l t i ng, 
wo rkshops, and  pub l i c  speak ing.

I  s t a r t ed  my  ca ree r  wo rk i ng  as  as  a  F rench  teache r  fo r 
many  yea r s  f i r s t  i n  Hong  Kong  and  l a t e r  i n 
Denve r. 

The re  I  was  a l so  an  ass i s t an t  p r i nc ipa l  f o r  two  yea r s. Then 
I  go t  i n t e res ted  i n  t he  use  o f  compu te r  i n  educa t i on . I  go t 
a  B.S. i n  compu te r  sc i ence  f rom the  un i ve r s i t y  o f  Geneva 
and  a  Ph .D. i n  a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i gence  a t  t he  Un i ve r s i t y  o f 
Ca l i f o r n i a  a t  I r v i ne, f ocus i ng  on  i n te l l i gen t  t u to r i ng 
sys tems. I n  1987 I  j o i ned  the  I ns t i t u t e  fo r  Resea rch  on 
Lea r n i ng  ( IRL ) , whe re  I  s t a r t ed  to  wo rk  w i t h  an th ropo log i s t 
Jean  Lave  on  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  a  new l ea r n i ng  t heo r y 
cen te red  on  t he  concep t  o f  commun i t y  o f  p rac t i ce. S ince 
1997, I  have  been  he lp i ng  o rgan i za t i ons  deve lop  and 
imp lemen t  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  s t r a teg ies  based  on  commun i t i e s 
o f  p rac t i ce. I  have  a l so  kep t  deve lop ing  t he  t heo r y, 
wo rk i ng  w i t h  numerous  un i ve r s i t i e s, i n  pa r t i cu l a r  a t  t he 
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Manches te r, UK , whe re  I  am a  v i s i t i ng 
p ro fesso r. I  now con t i nue  bo th  t he  t heo re t i ca l  and  the 
p rac t i ca l  d imens ions  o f  t h i s  wo rk  w i t h  my  spouse  and 
pa r t ne r,Beve r l y  Wenge r-Trayne r.

How I got here

About  me



Vers ion 2

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  an  i ndependen t  au tho r, p rac t i t i one r, and  though t  l eade r  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f 
soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r y  and  i t s  app l i ca t i on  i n  va r i ous  sec to r s, i nc l ud ing  bus i ness, gove r nmen t , 

i n t e r na t i ona l  deve lopmen t , hea l t hca re, and  educa t i on . He  i s  bes t  known fo r  h i s  wo rk  on  commun i t i e s 
o f  p rac t i ce  and  has  au tho red  and  co-au tho red  sem ina l  books  on  t he  top i c. He  pu rsues  t h i s  i nqu i r y 

t h rough  wr i t i ng, consu l t i ng, keyno tes, wo rkshops, and  v i s i t i ng  pos i t i ons  i n  un i ve r s i t i e s.

Vers ion 3

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  t hough t  l eade r  and  consu l t an t  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  l ea r n i ng  sys tems. He  i s  t he 
au tho r  and  co-au tho r  o f  sem ina l  books  on  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce, i nc l ud ing  S i t ua ted  Lea r n i ng, 

whe re  t he  t e rm was  co ined , Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce : l ea r n i ng, mean ing, and  i den t i t y, whe re  he  l a ys 
ou t  a  t heo r y  o f  l ea r n i ng  based  on  the  concep t , Cu l t i v a t i ng  Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce, add ressed  to 

p rac t i t i one r s  i n  o rgan i za t i ons  who  wan t  t o  base  t he i r  know ledge  s t r a tegy  on  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce, 
and  D ig i t a l  Hab i t a t s, on  t echno logy  and  commun i t i e s.

Vers ion 4

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r, Ph .D. , r esea rche r, au tho r, and  consu l t an t , i s  a  recogn i zed  p ionee r  and 
though t  l eade r  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce  and  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r y. He  i s  t he  au tho r  and 

co-au tho r  o f  S i t ua ted  Lea r n i ng, whe re  t he  pe r spec t i ve  was  i n t roduced , Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce, 
wh i ch  l a ys  ou t  t he  l ea r n i ng  t heo r y, Cu l t i v a t i ng  Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce, f o r  p rac t i t i one r s  i n 

o rgan i za t i ons, and  D ig i t a l  Hab i t a t s, on  t echno logy  fo r  commun i t i e s.

Genera l-purpose b io  (213 words)

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  g loba l l y  r ecogn i zed  though t  l eade r  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  t heo r y, commun i t i e s  o f 

p rac t i ce, and  the i r  app l i ca t i on  to  o rgan i za t i ons. He  has  au tho red  and  co-au tho red  sem ina l  a r t i c l e s  and  books  on  t he  top i c, 

i nc l ud ing  S i t ua ted  Lea r n i ng, whe re  t he  t e rm “commun i t y  o f  p rac t i ce ” was  co ined ; Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce : l ea r n i ng, 

mean ing, and  i den t i t y, whe re  he  l a ys  ou t  a  t heo r y  o f  l ea r n i ng  based  on  the  concep t ; Cu l t i v a t i ng  Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce : 

a  gu ide  to  manag ing  know ledge, add ressed  to  p rac t i t i one r s  i n  o rgan i za t i ons  who  wan t  t o  base  t he i r  know ledge  s t r a tegy 

on  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce ; and  D ig i t a l  Hab i t a t s, wh i ch  t ack les  i s sues  re l a ted  to  t he  use  o f  t echno logy. E t i enne ’s  wo rk  i s 

i n f l uenc ing  bo th  t heo r y  and  p rac t i ce  i n  a  w ide  r ange  o f  d i sc ip l i nes. Cu l t i v a t i ng  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce  i s  r ecogn i zed  as 

a  key  componen t  o f  a  l ea r n i ng  s t r a tegy  i n  a  r ap id l y  g row ing  number  o f  o rgan i za t i ons  ac ross  p r i va te  and  pub l i c  sec to r s, 

i nc l ud ing  bus i ness, gove r nmen t , i n t e r na t i ona l  deve lopmen t , hea l t hca re, and  educa t i on . E t i enne  he lps  o rgan i za t i ons 

app l y  h i s  i deas  t h rough  consu l t i ng, pub l i c  speak ing, and  workshops. He  i s  a l so  ac t i ve  i n  t he  academic  sphe re. He 

regu l a r l y  speaks  a t  con fe rences, conduc t s  sem ina r s, and  i s  a  v i s i t i ng  p ro fesso r  a t  t he  un i ve r s i t i e s  o f  Manches te r  and 

Aa lbo rg. He  recen t l y  r ece i ved  an  hono ra r y  doc to ra te  f rom the  un i ve r s i t y  o f  B r i gh ton .

Here are bios of various lengths for use in announcements, programs, and brochures. Feel 
free to pick, mix, and match.

Shor ter  b io  (150 words)

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  g loba l l y  r ecogn i zed  though t  l eade r  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce, who  was  f ea tu red 

by  Tra i n i ng  Magaz ine  i n  t he i r  “A  new B reed  o f  V i s i ona r i es ” se r i es. A  p ionee r  o f  t he  “commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce ” resea rch , 

he  i s  au tho r  and  co-au tho r  o f  sem ina l  a r t i c l e s  and  books  on  t he  top i c, i nc l ud ing  S i t ua ted  Lea r n i ng, whe re  t he  t e rm was 

co ined , Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce : Lea r n i ng, Mean ing, and  Iden t i t y, whe re  he  l a ys  ou t  a  t heo r y  o f  l ea r n i ng  based  on  the 

concep t  o f  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce, Cu l t i v a t i ng  Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce : a  Gu ide  to  Manag ing  Know ledge, add ressed 

to  p rac t i t i one r s  i n  o rgan i za t i ons, and  D ig i t a l  Hab i t a t s  dea l i ng  w i t h  i s sues  re l a ted  to  t echno logy. H i s  wo rk  as  resea rche r, 

au tho r, and  consu l t an t  has  i n f l uenced  bo th  t h i nk i ng  and  p rac t i ce  i n  a  w ide  va r i e t y  o f  f i e l ds, i nc l ud ing  bus i ness, educa t i on , 

gove r nmen t , and  soc i a l  t heo r y.

Even shor ter  b io  (100 words)

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  a  g loba l  t hough t  l eade r  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce  and  soc i a l  l ea r n i ng  sys tems. He 

i s  t he  au tho r  and  co-au tho r  o f  sem ina l  books  on  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce, i nc l ud ing  S i t ua ted  Lea r n i ng, whe re  t he  t e rm 

was  co ined , Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce : l ea r n i ng, mean ing, and  i den t i t y, whe re  he  l a ys  ou t  a  t heo r y  o f  l ea r n i ng  based  on  the 

concep t , Cu l t i v a t i ng  Commun i t i e s  o f  P rac t i ce, add ressed  to  p rac t i t i one r s  i n  o rgan i za t i ons  who  wan t  t o  base  t he i r 

know ledge  s t r a tegy  on  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce, and  D ig i t a l  Hab i t a t s  on  t echno logy  fo r  commun i t i e s. E t i enne  he lps 

o rgan i za t i ons  i n  a l l  sec to r s  app l y  t hese  i deas  t h rough  consu l t i ng, pub l i c  speak ing, t each ing, and  resea rch .

Vers ion 1

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r  i s  an  i ndependen t  r esea rche r, consu l t an t , au tho r, and  speake r. He  has 
pub l i shed  sem ina l  books  on  l ea r n i ng  and  commun i t i e s  o f  p rac t i ce. H i s  wo rk  has  i n f l uenced  bo th 

t heo r y  and  p rac t i ce  i n  many  f i e l ds, i nc l ud ing  educa t i on , bus i ness, gove r nmen t , and  the  non-p ro f i t 
sec to r.

Vers ions of  min i-b ios
Not  i n  any  o rde r  o r  w i t h  any  p re fe rence. Choose  the  one  tha t  bes t  ma tches  you r  needs.
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Books

Learn ing in  landscapes of  pract ice
boundar ies , ident i ty, and knowledgeabi l i ty  in  pract ice-based 
learn ing

E t i enne  Wenge r-Trayne r, Ma rk  Fen ton  O ’C reevy, S teven  Hu tch inson , Ch r i s 
Kub i ak , Beve r l y  Wenge r-Trayne r

Rou t l edge, 2014or.

Dig i ta l  habi ta ts
stewarding technology for  communi t ies

E t i enne  Wenge r, Nancy  Wh i t e, John  Smi th

CPsqua re  P ress, 2009

Communi t ies  of  pract ice
learn ing, meaning, and ident i ty

E t i enne  Wenge r

Cambr idge  Un i ve r s i t y  P ress, 1998

Cul t ivat ing communi t ies  of  pract ice
a guide to  managing knowledge

E t i enne  Wenge r, R i cha rd  McDermo t t , W i l l i am Snyde r

Ha r va rd  Bus iness  Schoo l  P ress, 2002

Si tuated learn ing
leg i t imate  per iphera l  par t ic ipat ion

Jean  Lave, E t i enne  Wenge r

Cambr idge  Un i ve r s i t y  P ress, 1991

Art i f ic ia l  in te l l igence and tutor ing systems
computat ional  and cogni t ive  approaches to  the 
communicat ionof  knowledge

E t i enne  Wenge r

Morgan  Kau fmann  P ress, 1987 (ou t  o f  p r i n t )

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_bf9HF1IW6n1AdrRlVKiADOaO6CLTxzO?usp=sharing


Etienne Wenger-Trayner

Info you won’t find on a professional bio

I grew up in Switzerland in a small town called Neuchâtel. It is by 

a large lake of the same name. Across the lake, in the distance, 

you can see the Alps on a clear day. Could be why I always longed 

to go far and explore.

In my youth, I was a hippie. I also lived in an ashram, both in India 

and Switzerland. 

I was a French teacher, first in Hong Kong for three years, then in 

Denver for two. All this sparked my interest in learning, especially 

after I started to read the work of Maria Montessori.

Most of the people in Hong Kong were taking French to gain a few 

points on the Canadian immigration scale and the kids in Denver 

were largely uninterested. I wanted to have something more 

relevant to teach. So, I returned to Switzerland to study computer 

science at the University of Geneva. This led me to become 

interested in computer-based approaches to learning. 

After moving to the University of California at Irvine to do a PhD, I 

became interested in artificial intelligence and its applicability to 

education. A broad survey of that field was the topic of my first 

book. This early book got me invited to a new, interdisciplinary 

research outfit in Palo Alto, the Institute for Research on Learning. 

There I started to work with an anthropologist, Jean Lave, who had 

been studying traditional apprenticeship. Together, we started the 

line of research on communities of practice. Those were deeply 

formative years. When the institute ended, I went off on my own 

to follow where the concept of community of practice was being 

adopted.

I have been married three times. My first wife, Anita, was Chinese; 

my second wife, Paula, American. I am now married to Beverly 

who is my ideal partner in life and work. I guess third time’s the 

charm.

Bev and I agreed we would live in California until my youngest went 

to college. After that, it would be Bev’s turn to decide where we 

live. She chose Portugal, where she had lived more than 20 years 

before our marriage. So, after spending 37 years in California, I 

have moved to Portugal. We found the perfect house to both live 

and start our Social Learning Lab. It took a lot of work to restore it 

from years of neglect, but we could not be happier with it.

Two of my own three children still live in California. Jad runs 

Heart Beet Gardening, an organic urban-farming company in LA. 

Sheena Birrittella is an aspiring film composer. The third, Kehan, is 

studying music at the Berklee College of Music. Bev’s two children 

live in California and the UK.

When I am not working on social learning issues, I like to do 

carpentry. I built some large meeting tables for the social learning 

lab. Right now, I am redoing the kitchen. For exercise, I like to 

take power walks and swim. I have always been interested in 

music. I studied the classical guitar and music theory as a kid. 

But nowadays, I enjoy improvising on the piano. Nothing very 

sophisticated, just nice melodies with a very basic, classical 

accompaniment. 
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https://wenger-trayner.com/

etienne@wenger-trayner.com

Social Learning Lab Sesimbra, Portugal

Social Media

https://www.linkedin.com/in/etienne-wenger-trayner-71439237/
https://twitter.com/etiennewenger
https://www.youtube.com/c/Wenger-trayner
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